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Vasubandhu would also reject any distinction among activity, capability, and a factor’s intrinsic nature. For Va-
subandhu, a factor’s activity(karitra) constitutes its very nature, its very existence as a factor. Since factors only exist
by virtue of their activity, existence can be applied only to the present moment in which the activity occurs. Ac-



=S OB (2)

(B EBD S )

UL, #EPRDESICE o7, THED [E] okSic, 2 (BEDEEARDIELE) o3
FET 3, &2

(HE D)

XLARFNUE, EDLSITHEET 2D,

(D)

W - FRoAREEET S k] & LT (atmana) [FFET 2],

(oo & o F:58)

HO, XROZERHERICESTRRENS, L D] BICHFEETIE6, E5LTENR
ED (%] - Ako [E] LEN3S 0,3

ZRIC, DENCHFELZREE, SO SFET 2 TH A S5 RICE [2nfn] o<

[S)

w

cordingly, a moment is defined as a factor having acquired its own nature(atmalabha), that is to say, its own activity.
Production in the present moment is defined as the fact that a factor “exists not having existed”(abhiitva bhavati), and
its destruction is the fact that “having existed, it no longer exists”(bhiitva punar na bhavati). The past is thus defined
as that which existed previously(yad bhitapiirvam), and the future, as that which will exist when there are appropreate
causes(yat sati hetau bhavisyati). Factors are said to exist in the past and future only in the sense that they “were”
and "will be;” their existence is thus simply a manner of speech and does not denote actual existence. Therefore,
Vasubandhu, like the Sautrantikas, would not admit that past or future factors themselves function as causes in the pro-
duction of a subsequent or simultaneous effect. Instead, an effect arises through a process of successive dependence.
An initial action conditions the arising of a subsequent factor, and so on, in serial dependence until the final condition,
in dependence upon yet other conditions, functions to condition the arising of the effect; the final condition is referred
to as the distinctive characteristic in the transformation of the life-stream.
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The Sautrantika Critique of the Sarvastivadin Theory of the Real
Existence of Dharmas in the Three Time Periods
as Found in the Abhidharmakosabhasya

and Its Commentaries (2):
A Study of Buddhist Time Theories

Summary

This paper is a continuation of “The Sautrantika Critique of the Sarvastivadin Theory of the Real
Existence of Dharmas in the Three Time Periods as Found in the Abhidharmakosabhasya and Its
Commentaries (1): A Study of Buddhist Time Theories” published in the Journal of Indian and
Tibetan Studies 15 (2011). This paper continues the examination of the Sautrantika critique of the
Sarvastivadin theory of the real existence of dharmas in the three time periods.

The Sautrantika critique is found in the AnuSayanirdesa chapter of the Abhidharmakosabhasya.
The Sautrantikas criticize the scriptural proofs presented by the Sarvastivadins. The first proof
concerns the Sarvastivadin position that, because objects of mental cognition exist, we are indif-
ferent to or attached to those objects. While this is a problem of an epistemological perspective,
the Sautrantikas criticize the Sarvastivadins by pointing out that their arguments are cast from an
ontological perspective.

The Sautrantikas point out that the existence of past and future dharmas is posited in order to
explain causal relationships to those who reject the theory of causation. It is not that past and future
dharmas really exist; they merely exist nominally as memories and possibilities in present dharmas.

The Sautrantikas’ criticism of the Sarvastivadins’ second scriptural proof concerns the
Sarvastivadin idea that consciousness arises depending on the sense faculty and object. Since they
believe that past and future objects are real existents, they maintain that consciousness arises depend-
ing upon them. The Sautrantikas criticize the Sarvastivadins by pointing out that it is not proper to
say that future dharmas can be the cause of a present mental consciousness that arises before future
dharmas come to exist. For the Sarvastivadins, dharmas in the future position can be the cause of
dharmas at the present point because they understand time like space. For the Sautrantikas, however,
past and future dharmas are nothing but nominal seed-like existents.

Both Vasubandhu as a Sautrantika, and Samghabhadra, a Sarvastivadin, agree that future dharmas
can be cognitive objects for buddhas who possess pure, clean and transcendent knowledge. But what
each of them means is different. Vasubandhu means that buddhas can correctly pre-recognize the
seeds of the present dharmas that have yet to arise. Samghabhadra, on the other hand, means that
only buddhas can know which dharmas in the future position will come to the present point.
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