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A Japanese Translation of the Prajiiapradipa Chapter XXII “Tathagata”
Summary

Prof. Josho Nozawa of Koyasan University contributed greatly to the study of Mahayana Bud-
dhist philosophy by translating Bhaviveka’s Prajiiapradipa, Madhyamakahrdaya & Tarkajvala,
Sthiramati’s Trimsikabhdsya and others. He left a draft translation of the 22nd chapter of the
Prajiiapradipa that he had prepared for his seminar in 1950. Unfortunately he never published
it and the existence of his translation has been very little known. I came to know its existence
from Prof. Masaaki Nonin of Rytkoku University when I was working for my dissertation on
the same chapter of Prajiapradipa. When I prepared my own translation of the same text for
my dissertation, I benefitted a lot from Prof. Nozawa’s translation and could improve it here and
there with a help of recent researches on Bhaviveka, Dignaga’s logic and Indian philosophy. I
also realized that the value of Prof. Nozawa’s translation has not diminished. Therefore, upon the
suggestion of Prof. Shoryn Katsura, I decided to publish it with a kind permission of the Nozawa
family. In the 22nd chapter of the Prajiidapradipa Bhaviveka as a Madhyamika philosopher an-
alyzes Tathagata or the Buddha by using the concept of Emptiness (Stinyata) and the theory of
Two Truths (satyadvaya). Additionally he debated with some Mimamsakas on the problem of the

Buddha’s omniscience.
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